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Disposition of Claims 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-8 are pending. 

Election/ Restrictions 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 
121: 

I. Claims 1-6, drawn to a method of preparing an animal for ischemic 
optic nerve disease research by injecting photosensitizing agents in its 
body, classified in class 424, subclass 9.1. 

II. Claims 7 and 8, drawn to a method of locating specific genes involved 
in ischemic optic nerve disease, classified in class 424, subclass 9.1. 

3. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following 
reasons: 

Inventions of the groups I and II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it 
can be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have 
different modes of operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 
806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different inventions are drawn to 
methods that have distinct steps and that they require different compositions for 
practicing the respective methods. For example, in the first method, an ischemic 
optic disease is produced in a specimen by damaging capillaries feeding the anterior 
portion of the optic nerve. On the other hand the specimen of group II has an optic 
nerve disease which could be from any reason and therefore, the symptoms and 
mechanisms of the optic nerve disease produced in the method of group I would 
not be the same as in the method of group II. Accordingly, the specimen used in 
group I and group II would be different. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above, have 
acquired a separate status in the art shown by their recognized divergent subject 
matter, and because each invention requires a separate, non-coextensive search, 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non- 
elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an 
inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of 
inventorship must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(i). 

When amending claims, applicants are advised to submit a clean version of 
each amended claim (without underlining and bracketing) according to § 1.121(c). 
For instructions, Applicants are referred to 
http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/dcom/olia/aipa/index.htm . 

Applicants are also requested to submit a copy of all the pending/under 
consideration claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ram R. Shukia whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-1677. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 am to 4:00 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Deborah Reynolds, can be reached on 
(703) 305-4051. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 308-4242. Any 
inquiry of a general nature, formal matters or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Diarjfjece Jacobs whose 
telephone number is (703) 305-3388. 
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